WHAT'S IN A LETTER?

Transcript of William Harper's Letters.
These letters were written to Robert Harper ( 1812-1888) and were found at the Harper

family home in Coan West.

(The comments have been added to show the value of old letters as historical documents.)

Whithy Canada Qugust 23d 70

Dear Brather'

your letter Came in hand in due time Jt was
welcame news to all the fuends to fear of
youwr welfare and alse your peeple the
puiends fear is all well as usual hoping this
Smal letter will find yous all the same as for
myself i am just the Same as usual thank
god. Chaly' has Bought ancthier hundred
Ucres of improved land just beside his other
land enly the noad between fie tells me fe has
300 and fifty actes now all in one btlock
Chaly was fear in may i was at Fenewys in
July i cant felp telling you again about
Fenewys nice fameley he has a clean nice
Wite and pretty Clean Children® the craps is
vevwy good this year and we have a fine duy
farvest the pattatoes is vevwy good this gead
na sine of wt’ J have built a new house this
summer in the County tewn ten miles from my
fam Wlexander has dene the woed work’ i
had to pay him five Shillings Buitish a day
and Beard fe has been weorking at it since the
letter is with you lexander promised in
Upil to Join me in this letter but fe never
Could get tim So i wont wait any longer that
is the weason that i did not write Sconer fie
says we will wiite a letter himself Shontly to

4 )

Comments

(1) Written to Robert Harper
of Coan (1812-1888) the only
family member to stay in

Ireland after the Famine

It was the discovery of William's
letters that revealed that we Irish
Harpers represent only a small part
of the whole family tree. The letters
also sparked off an interest in
research and the discovery of not
just a tree but a whole 'forest' of
Harpers.

(2) William mentions his brothers
Alexander(1820-1905), Charles
(b.7) & Henry (b.1825) and their
only sister, Bessie (b.?) n his letters
but omits Edward and John. John
emigrated same time but parted
company when they disembarked
and they never heard from again.

(2) Henry's had 10 children but we
don’t have names for some or other
details. (According to July 1873
letter he had 9 children)

(3) Interesting reference to weather
& potatoes from someone who
survived the Irish Famine.

(4) Alexander was a carpenter. His
photograph is in the Family Tree
plus all his children.




Edward® you See the time that i began this
letter with the Auwwvy of hawest and the
Fouwse Building i neglected to finish it
you to come cver frear and See them and the
Contary now as the passage is Se Shout and i
can tell you that if you new the pleaswie and
if you Say you will come aver frear i will go
cver there and acompany you back fear
again anyway you may expect me over there
again if my fealth will peunit me i am going
ta leave’ the faum again in a Couple of
maonths for all time you will find a potogralf
of my Second daughter Fannie” inclosed for
Saragh® Send me them petograff you
promised when you write i have given up
gaing inte the new Centary at preasent i am
for it is a useless thing i dent use tobacce
myselfl for a lenth of time as you have
pramised to wite twice a year you will i hope
answex this by wetun of pest i am glad that
Edward® has get his fouse compleated my
best wishes to them both and alse Mxr and
Mrs Watchon and Saragh that Showed me
the mast good natue of all and Rolient and
Mary' and the old woman i hope to see you
all again your Brothers and Sister join me in
wising yeu would came and See ws

William

\
Comments
(5) Edward Harper is my great-
grandfather who came to Cramer’s
Grove in the 1860’s and built a
house there for himself and
Margaret his wife.

(6) William is at retiring age (60)

(7) Little is known about Frances
(Fannie), probably his fifth child.

(8) Sarah was Robert's second
child: she married a Watchorn.
Hence the reference to Watchorns,
her in-laws. See (9)

(9) Edward was Robert's eldest
son. This is a reference to the
completion of his new house at
Cramer's Grove. His great-
grandson, Samuel Richard Harper
still lives there today.

(10) Sarah’s in-laws

(11) Mary and Robert (1852-1912)
were the two youngest of Robert's
family. Robert inherited the family
farm at Coan West and was left
£233.10s in his father's will.

Mary married an Agar.




Septemtbien the 16th 1570

Uexunder wants Edwands adiess @ will Send
you a Newspaper the week after this my Sen
William' has been in Collage this last fore
years fie graduated this Summer he has the
title of Master of ks and best of all a
methodist’ Preacher and a Cuistian i will Send
youw his potograff in my neat i have been to
see the falls of niagara this Sumer and the
your while to Come all the way from Jneland
ta See them wite as saon as you weceive this i
forgot to Say that Bessy’ and her man is
moved to a new Stoxe the are makeing maeney
like Evenything my best wespects to all the

William

4 )

Comments

(1) This was the first mention we
had of William (1843-1907). Since
then we have traced most of his
descendants. In 1875 he married
Bertha Tauber an aristocratic lady
from Munich. He became a
professor, author and school
superintendent.

(2) He joined the Methodist
Church in 1862. He received his
B.A. at Albion College, Michigan.
I wonder if his father's remarks are
coloured by the revivals in Ireland
(1747-1859) which sprung from
the Wesleys and reached every part
of the country despite political
upheavals.

(3) We still have not located any
further details of Elizabeth,
William's only sister and the
youngest in the family.




July 16th 18573
Creenwoed. Canada

My Dear Brother Robext acording to promice
i Send you thoese few lines hopeing the Witk
find you and fameley and friends all Well as
wsual Jhe Priends hear is all Well as usual
my cwn fealth is not Se good as it Was Stil
thete is nothing much in paticular the matter
Consequently Seme of my fiiends is opased ta
me going to Jweland this Summer So that i
have given it up for this year anyway tell me
in gour neat if you got the letter i sent you last
Winter i Think it Was in febuary Wlexander is
getting en vevwy Well With his fameley i am
on a visit at preasant at Fenewys J go about
fishing and Shecting for pastime Fenewy has
o delightful fameley of five loys and fore
girls the oldest daughiter' is mawed Clast
Winter to a young Man a neer neighbor that
has an estate of too er three hundred actes
thete is no ane elce ta Eaxe it the weather fear
fas been very Dy up to the midle of June the
Cuwops promices to be good last Winter* Was
one of the Severeest Winters that has been in
ametica for many years Since i 1ote to you ex
in the menth of Upul i went to the Southern
States and i found it best Contary that i ever
put my foat en Jhe Climate is Just like
Jueland it borders on the atlantick acean i can
by beautyful improved land for Ever for 4 ax
S peund an acte i am going there with my
fameley in November if all is Well Se i Want
you te site by return of post Se that i will get

your letter before i leave this and When i get

4 )

Comments

(1) Harriet Harper survived till
1943. She married Richard Rathwell
and had 6 children. According to
records she was a fine Christian|
woman faithful to her Church, the
United Church of Canada. She lived
in Dundalk, Ontario.

(2) Once again the contrast with
Irish weather is significant.




Setled there i Wll 1ite and let you no how i get
on give my best Wishes to My Watchorn and
Edward and thewe fameleys and alse Saragh
and Marwy and there fameleys and young
Rabext and the eld Woman® that befiecaved Se
kind te me while i Was With you the Brothers
all Jein me in Sending there best Wishes direct
youwr letter te William Harper Greemweod
Ontazie Ce Canada
William FHarper

Greenwood Canada Dec 16th
1873

Dear Buother J receive yours dated Sept 7th
and i am glad to hear that you and all the
puiends are all well IShe fuiends (here? ate)
well as wsual as for myself i am vevy well i
might say i never was a day sick ox ebliged to
stay in bed since you seen me but i had what the
decktors call torbidity of the Liver but that is
nat a dangenous cemplaint That is the reasen i
said in my Cletter my health was not se good i is
well now the peaple say that i leck younger
than either Fenewy or Chadly you say when
either of us is wemoved all communication’ will
Cease and i think se lifewise for none of them
can wite and the dent seem inclined either i have
asted them to rite but the went. J am sovy to
bear of your trwubles with Robert’ i would
never thought that Robet woeuld turn out sa
foclish i thought he was the wisest and
Steadyest Boy i ever seen but my advice Waould
be to you to Bring him back home and forgive

-

Kkeeping.

~

Comments

(3) It is not known who this
refers to

(1) It nearly did but since this
research began there has been
contact both sides of the
Atlantic.

Some of Alexander's
descendants have been to
Harper Reunions at Ovoca
Manor, Avoca (1990) and at
Cramer's Grove,(1992)
William's great-grandson,
David Harper visited Ireland
in 1994 and again in 2006 to
the Harper Family Reunion at
Kilkenny.

(2) Robert ran away and joined
the Army. (1872) His father
bought him out after 2 weeks
for the sum of £20, quite an
amount in 1872. Robert's
Army papers and the receipt
for the money paid were
discovered at the house in
Coan and are now in safe

J




him When we lock back we cur Selves were

foalish doing things that we are Sery for now

a forgiveing spinit is good moxe especialy cur
cwn it was a geed thing that you that you
wetched place that ever man was in as for him
and if the ginl? is his Chaice i think love is mase
to be desiened than iiches While you had the
bast tea years wet we in this Centary had the
weather vather duy but for all that the creps
this year but there will be encugh with Cate
bay sells for 4 and 5 peund a tunn the best J
am glad te fhear from Saragh T wish fer
much joy with her young son’ i have fer
preasent safe yet and alse Mary and Mr and
Mns Watchen There is nothing i ne of that
would give me mare pleasure than te see them
all once moxe i think i will twy havd te came
aver next swmmer but i wont promice whether i
will came o1 not as i dont no fiow my mind ex
boddy may be when sunmmer cames but i would
life te a cross the atlantick it is so healthy but
still there is some twouble J am glad te fhear
that Edward and fameley is well and that fe
is daing sa well after his twoubile’ When you
George McCullagh he did net wite to me for
seme time about a year J am going to the
Seuthenn States if nothing happens in the
month of febuary next to by a farm i can get a
farm there the mast beautiful of any place in
the wowild that i ever seen and it is the bGest
Climate in the wedld se you need net answer
this for i waent be in this Contary but i will xite
to you sametime next Summer likely in July

Comments

(2) Robert married Sarah Smith
(1843-1921); they had 9 children.
Like Edward, Robert ran away to
get married.

(3) The Watchorns have still to
be researched so we have no
name for this person.

(4) Not certain what this alludes
to but this was at at a time of rent
wars and difficulties for tenant
farmers.




give my best wishes to all the friends hopeing
this will find al well

Curanfather William*
will either came ox wite the finst of May

Undated letter with no address, possibly enclosed with a letter
from an M.Coogan referred to in the next letter dated May
1885.

It would seem to date mid - end Dec.1884.

Dear Brother Since i note the ather J thought i
would say a little more Ulexander is nat
maryed' yet fie is deing verwy well and the
fameley is getting on nicely Bessy and fexr
FHustand is geing Well the feep a fine Shop
The are Waerth a great dale of money the are
mafkieing it for Samebaddy else Charly is the
Richest in propenty of any of us fe has a fine
fameley mast ginls®
J like Fenerys fameley the best of them all
Fenewy has the best weman for a wife of them
all She is English Feneny has fifty acres of
wheat this year he is gaing to sell his farun to
by a faum in a nother place faums is boutt and
sald fear lifke cattle and now i wish you all a
happy new Year as you will have this before
that i hepe i will tuy hard te came aver and see
you ence maxe this next year

Fare well

William

-

~

Comments

(4) William's eldest daughter
may have had a family at the
time of writing or perhaps
William is referring to his little
nephew. His eldest son, William
was away in Germany and didn't
marry till 1875.

(1) Alexander's first wife died in
1871, I think soon after the birth
of their 9th child, Harriet.

(2) According to our records he
had two boys and two girls.




Londen Ontaic May 13th 1585

Dear Brather yours of the 26 of Febuary has
came to hand and alse your letter of the 18 of
Decembier i would have answered the finst
only i had put them few lines in M Cocgans
Cetter

J am glad to hear that youwwself and all the
fameley are alive and well J was vevwy sovwy
ta Fear of your awful tweuble’ it must have
them and leave all in the hands of God There
time of suffering is coming JIndeed i often
Jueland about the wents J thought J unote
twice but ne matter

are alive and well This is a Blessed and
FHappy Coentary to Live in we have Great
Peace and Fealth and Plenty we axre the most
faveuwed Feople an the Eanth a lttle Cold in
winter But the people lifes it J theught
age and mine i Have thought it is a year and
a hall perhaps you can tell J theught lifely i
am 75 this year Semetime perhaps at the end
J de intend to prepare a Potograff and send
you to ox thuee

My fealth is a wunder i am just as you seen
me i havent Been ane day Sick since i was with
J have been asted if i painted Feople quess
me to be 55 o 60 and same people say i may
bive 20 years yet But that is with The Lord
Jhat has been with me for which i am very

Comments

(1) This was a time of trouble in
Ireland over rents often payable
to absetee Landlords. There were
probably evictions locally in
Coan at this time. Letters to and
from the Landlord's Agent dating
from this time have been found
at the old family home and are
now in safe keeping.

(2) William was born 1810 and
Robert 1812.




nat patakeing of Liguor But i Can tell you
that i have been temperate for fortysix years
one of my sens called Williany® is principal of
a by schoal J will send you cne of his bocks
in this letter i forgat te tell you That i have got
the Second Site J can Read and See without
Specks as well as i could 40 years age i have
nat used Specks for thuee ax 4 years and i dent
say this is wenderful it is tuwe nevestheless my
fiealth is a wunder to myself i am a traveling
Ugent i am nat liveing in Londen now i am in
a Jawn called Buwssels at preasent Se i will
wite again when i find the petogralfs some
There is a sent of a webellion® in the notfuvest
of this Contary But there is about 2,700 miles
from hear or ald Canada se it dent troubile us
fiear much my kRind Regards to Robent and
fameley and alse the other friends as i have
foergot all the names wishing you peace and
hapiness the rest of your Days
William

First transcribed form the original letters found at Coan in 1994 by
Gordon Harper.

Reprinted with revised notes May 2006

-

Comments

(3) We now have quite a full
account of his son William's
life from his obituary and
other articles collected by his
descendants. He died in 1907.

(4) This is a reference to a
rebellion led by Louis Riel
amongst the Metis (=mixed
blood, French-Indian) in
1885. It was the largest
armed rising in Canadian
history but William is quite
dismissive of it because it
was so far away. Louis Riel
was executed in 1886.
—Marion Harper.







